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The Tuggerah Lakes Art Society was delighted to present the sixth annual
Women In Art Exhibition.
Our Opening Night was held on 6th March and we were so delighted with the
turnout.
On the next few pages we will recount the story in photos courtesy Mal Hamilton.
The Exhibition will continue till the 31 March 2026 at The Art House, Margaret St.,
Wyong.

Well worth a visit!
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WINNERS - JUNIOR SECTION

13-14 Age Category: Aurora Shearman — ‘Female Artists | Admire
15 Age Category: Emily Hecher —‘ Pearl Skull’
16 Age Category: Scarlet Hurst — Marilyn’
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. ) Photo above: Aurora Shearman -
Eg:\togb?Ve-Eml_lt);]HeChef 13-14 age winner with Claudia
gewinner wi Ariza our Guest of Honour.

Claudia Ariza our Guest Photo above left: Accepted for Scar let
of Honour. Hurst 16 age winner.

THANKS TO OUR WONDERFUL SPONSORS

Lions Club of Charmhaven
Your Guide Central Coast
Rotary Club of the Entrance
Kinx Empo
Alistair McRobert
Lions Club of Gwandalan
Safe Travel Solutions

Tame Fox Cafe
) Central Coast

Kinx Empo




WINNERS - ADULT SECTION

First Prize: Noeline Millar — Cooling off at Long Jetty’
Runner Up: Robyn Hughes — Winter Sunset-Buff Point’.

Third Prize: Maria Rocco — Fiori
‘HIGHLY COMMENDED (in no particular order!)

Donna Gilbertson —‘Fire and Ic€ % )
Natalia Kalliton — ‘ Portrait of an Unknown Girl’ Lad m £
Rachel Bunney — ‘Hillend Roo’ x¢ \ /

Justine Cadman — ‘ Celebration of Friendship’ . ¥ V- .

Emilia Krumm —‘Body Breakthrough’ @ : £ 8
Sarah Crotty — *What a Wonderful World’ /" E
Tracye Hughes — “ Getting Off the Fence'
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e » Photo above left: Noeline Millar - Fir st
T oty : .; | Prize winner with ClaudiaAriza our
Guest of Honour
Photo above: Robyn Hughes - Second Prize

winner with Claudia our Guest of Honour.
Photo left: Maria Rocco - Third Prize
winner with Claudia.
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

Donna Gilbertson —‘Fireand Ice
Natalia Kalliton — ‘ Portrait of an Unknown Girl’

Rachel Bunney — ‘Hillend Roo’

Justine Cadman — ‘ Celebration of Friendship’
Emilia Krumm — ‘Body Breakthrough’

Sarah Crotty — *What a Wonderful World’
Tracye Hughes — ‘ Getting Off the Fence
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IHIGHLY/GCOMMENDED:IDONNAIGILBERTSON
Fire and Ice

Judge’s Comment: Beautiful use of light and wonderful
movement and detail of the birds in flight,

e —— e S

HIGHLY/COMMENDED:INATALTAIKALLITON
Portrait of an Unknown Girl
Judge’s Comment: This painting evokes feelings of strength,
peace and silence. Use of shade and light
are exceptional.
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HIGHLY/COMMENDED:[RACHELIBUNNEY
Hillend Roo
Judge’s Comment: This sculpture is playful and the attention
to details is exceptional,

THE ART HOUSE
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IHIGHLY(COMMENDED:FIUSTINE{CADMAN]
Celebration of Friendship

Judge’s Comment: This artwork evokes the feeling of

happ Perfect ag of

watercolours.

THE ART HOUSE
6 - 31MARCH 2026  \yARGARET ST., WYONG
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HIGHLY COMMENDED cont.....
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HIGHLY EMILLTAIKRUMM|
Body Breakthrough

Judge’s Comment: This sculpture is a celebration of the
human form. Amazing technique giving
the impression of metal or brass.
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2026 EXHIBITION

(HIGHLYAGCOMMENDED:ISARAHICROTTY;
What a Wonderful World

Judge’s Comment: Great technique and amazing detail and
great care. A celebration of Animal Love.
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HIGHLYACOMMENDED:FIUSTINEICADMAN
Celebration of Friendship

Judge’s Comment: This artwork evokes the feeling of
happiness. Perfect management of
watercolours.

THE ART HOUSE
6 -31MARCH 2026 \apGaRET ST., WYONG
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All photos Courtesy Mal Hamilton




Our Judges

Photo: Michele Terry l Photo: ClaudiaAriza ’

Our Team

The team worked so hard to bring this year’'s Women in Art Exhibition to
fruition and in the words of Helen Keller, ‘Alone we can do so little; together
we can do so much’. Below and next page are some members of our

Photo above left: Sharon and Jeff
Photo above: Gail VP
Photo left: Denise and Wendy




Photo left: Kaybe McMullen
Photo above: Penny and Adrienne

Photo above left: Bill Mallie
Photo above: MarciaAllman our MC
Photo left: Michele Terry




ARTWORK BY THE JUNIOR WINNERS

Photo left: Courtney Cottle -
Coordinator of the Junior Section

Photo above: Scarlet Hurst’'s —
‘Marilyn’
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Photo above: Aurora
Shearman’s Photo Above: Emily Hecher’'s —
‘FemaeArtists | Admire ‘Pearl Skull’



Our Guest of Honour was Claudia Ariza.
(Photo left) Her speech, | felt, was so
powerful, that I’ ve included the entire text.
(See below)

Enjoy. Rasheeda

If you'd like to contact Claudia, her instagram
is@claudia_ariza art
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Good evening everyone,

Standing here today is truly an honour, not just as an Artist but as someone who’s
witnessed the transformative power of art.

20 years ago, my son and | moved from Colombia to Australia to join my husband,
dreaming of creating a family and enjoying a peaceful life in this stunning country that we
now proudly call home.

Our journey was full of challenges —we left behind our entire family, and , I also had to
step away from my beloved career as a dentist, hoping with all my heart to return to my
profession when the time was right.

Nevertheless, Life had other plans for us. | suffered an accident that left me with a
permanent disability, changing the course of my dreams. - My strength was tested
deeply. - But it also marked the beginning of a new chapter — one of resilience and
growth.

Over time, | invited art to my healing process, both physical and emotional.

It became a gentle and powerful way to express what words could not hold. Through
colour, texture and movement, | rediscovered my voice, and sharing my emotions through
painting has been a profound gift.

With the support of my son and dear friends who encouraged me to keep painting, |
learned to navigate my disability and pain, finding the strength to move forward.

In my own experience, art became the way to express emotions and communicate
feelings that | once struggled to put into words.

For generations, we have created — at times quietly, at times boldly — balancing
responsibility, love, struggle and hope, yet always finding the courage to make art.

The theme of “Celebration” in the 2026 Women in Art Exhibition feels especially powerful
when expressed through the voices of women. Celebration is not only joy and colour. It is
resilience. It is identity. It is healing. It is friendship and it is the celebration of being seen
and heard.

When someone connects with our work, it reminds me that art does more than express —
it unites.

It’'s been an extraordinary experience to see such remarkable talent. Thank you for
allowing me to witness and celebrate your work.



The Tuggerah Lakes Art Society is delighted to present the sixth annual
Women In Art Exhibition, on display 6-31 March 2026 at The Art House,
Margaret St., Wyong. Celebrating Central Coast girl power, this vibrant
exhibition showcases the creativity, talent and unique voices of women artists
from our region.
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